[The effect on the health of the population of the lead exhaust from vehicular traffic].
The study of the effects of motor transport exhausts in the city of Perm on human lead levels has indicated that the employees of the State Motor-Vehicle Inspectorate whose working place is a highway have increased lead concentrations which in the blood are 3 times greater than normal values and which in the urine are 1.3 times higher. The content of lead in the hairs of children residing in vicinity of highways was 2.4 times as high as that in the controls and that in the urine was 1.5 times greater. Lead accumulation in the body caused higher blood levels of reticulocytes and red blood cells by 1.4-2 and 1.5 times, respectively, as compared to the controls. The findings suggest that petrol tetraethylene exerts adverse effects on human health.